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moral; could not place mankind in a world free from
the necessity of an incessant straggle with, tlie male-
ficent powers, or make them always victorious in that
struggle, but could and did make them capable of
carrying on the fight with, vigour and with, progres-
sively increasing success. Of all the religious ex-
planations of the order of nature, this alone is neither
contradictory to itself, nor to the facts for which it
attempts to account. According to it, man's duty
would consist, not in simply taking care of his own
interests by obeying irresistible power, but in standing
forward a not ineffectual auxiliary to a Being of per-
fect beneficence; a faith which seems much better
adapted for nerving him to exertion than a vague and .
inconsistent reliance on an Author of Grood who is
supposed to be also the author of evil. And I venture
to assert that such has really been, though often
unconsciously, the faith of all who have drawn strength
and support of any worthy kind from trust in a super-
intending Providence. There is no subject on which
men's practical belief is more incorrectly indicated by
the words they use to express it, than religion. Many
have derived a base confidence from imagining them-
selves to be favourites of an omnipotent but capricious
and despotic Deity. But those who have been strength-
ened in goodness by relying on the sympathizing
support of a powerful and good Governor of the world*
have, I am satisfied, never really believed that